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Sangeet Natak Akademi:
An Introduction

Sangeet Natak Akademi — India's national academy of music, dance and drama — is the first national
academy of arts set up by the Republic of India. It was created by a resolution of the (then) Ministry of
Education, Government of India, dated 31 May 1952, which was notified in the Gazette of India in June
1952. The Akademi became functional the following year, with the appointment of its first Chairman,
Dr P.V. Rajamannar, and the formation of its all-India council of representatives, the General Council.
The first President of India, Dr Rajendra Prasad, inaugurated it on 28 January 1953 at a special function
held in the Parliament House. Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, then Union Minister for Education, in his
opening address at the inauguration of the Akademi, said:

India's precious heritage of music, drama and dance is one which we must cherish and develop. We
must do so not only for our own sake but also as our contribution to the cultural heritage of mankind.
Nowhere is it truer than in the field of art that to sustain means to create. Traditions cannot be
preserved but can only be created afresh. It will be the aim of this Akademi to preserve our traditions
by offering them an institutional form . . .

In a democractic regime, the arts can derive their sustenance only from the people, and the state,
as the organized manifestation of the people's will must therefore, undertake . . . maintenance and
development {of arts} as one of {its} first responsibilities . . .

The Akademi's charter of functions was expanded along the original lines in 1961, when Sangeet
Natak Akademi was reconstituted by the Government as a society and registered under the Societies
Registration Act of 1860 (as amended in 1957). These functions are set down in the Akademi's
Memorandum of Association, adopted at its registration as a society on 11 September 1961.

Since its inception the Akademi has been functioning as the apex body in the field of performing arts in
the country, preserving and promoting the vast intangible heritage of India's diverse culture expressed
in forms of music, dance and drama. In furtherance of its objectives the Akademi coordinates and
collaborates with government and arts academies of different States and Union Territories of the Union
of India, as also with major cultural institutions in the country. The Akademi establishes and looks after
institutions and projects of national importance in the field of the performing arts. The National School
of Drama was set up by the Akademi in 1959. Two national institutions of dance — Jawaharlal Nehru
Manipur Dance Academy in Imphal and Kathak Kendra (National Institute of Kathak Dance) in New
Delhi — were set up in 1954 and 1964 respectively. National Projects of Support to Kutiyattam, the
age-old Sanskrit theatre of Kerala, to Chhau dance of eastern India, and Sattriya traditions of Assam
have been launched subsequently. After ten years of intensive work under the Kutiyattam project,
the Unesco declared Kutiyattam as a Masterpiece of Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity in May
2001. The Akademi inaugurated its centre for Kutiyattam, Kutiyattam Kendra, in Thiruvananthapuram
on 27 May 2007.

The Akademi Awards are the highest national recognition conferred on practising artists. The Akademi
also confers Fellowships on eminent artists and scholars of music, dance and drama. The Akademi’s
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Fellowship (Akademi Ratna) carries a purse money of Rs. 1 Lakh and the Akademi Puraskar (Akademi
Award) carries a purse of Rs. 50,000.

From the year 2006, the Akademi has also instituted Awards to young artists in the name of Ustad
Bismillah Khan, which are called Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar. The number of Yuva Puraskars
is 33. The Yuva Puraskar carries a purse of Rs. 25,000.

The Akademi subsidizes the work of institutions engaged in teaching, performing, or promoting music,
dance or theatre; gives grants-in-aid for research, documentation, and publishing in the performing
arts; organizes and subsidizes seminars and conferences of subject specialists; and documents and
records the performing arts for its audio-visual archive.

The Akademi's archive, comprising audio/video tapes, photographs, and films is the largest in the
country and is extensively drawn upon for research on the performing arts. The Akademi maintains
a reference library consisting of books in English, Hindi, and some regional languages. The Akademi
has a gallery of musical instruments in Rabindra Bhavan, New Delhi, where more than 200 musical
instruments are displayed. It also has a documentation unit, which has recorded maestros in the field
of music, dance and theatre. The Akademi also publishes literature on relevant subjects on a small
scale.

As the apex body specializing in the performing arts, the Akademi also renders advice and assistance
to the Government of India in the task of formulating and implementing policies and programmes in the
performing arts. Additionally, the Akademi carries a part of the responsibilities of the state for fostering
cultural contacts between various regions in India, and between India and the world.

Sangeet Natak Akademi is an autonomous body of the Ministry of Culture, Government of India, and is
fully funded by the Government for implementation of its schemes and programmes. The management
of Sangeet Natak Akademi vests in its General Council. The general superintendence, direction and
control of the affairs of the Akademi vests in the Executive Board, which is assisted by the Finance
Committee, Grants Committee, Publication Committee and Advisory Committees for Music, Dance,
Theatre, Documentation and Archives, Puppetry and Folk & Tribal Arts. The objectives of the Akademi
are more specifically stated in its Memorandum of Association (excerpts: Appendix ). Shri Ram Niwas
Mirdha is the Chairman of Sangeet Natak Akademi and Shri Kavalam Narayana Panikkar is Vice-
Chairman. A list of the Members of the General Council, Executive Board and Advisory Committees
is at Appendix Il

The Secretary and Principal Executive Officer of the Akademi is Shri Jayant Prakash Kastuar. The
Secretary is assisted by Deputy Secretaries for Music, Dance, Drama, Coordination, Finance,
Administration, Publication, Documentation, the Librarian of the Akademi and the Directors of Kathak
Kendra and Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy, both constituent units of the Akademi. The
management of the above two institutions vests in the Executive Board of the Akademi, which in turn
is assisted by the Advisory Committees of the two constituent units. Reports on the activities of these
institutions are included in this Report. Meetings of the General Council, the Executive Board, and
various committees constituted by the Executive Board are listed at Appendix Ill.
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AWARDS OF SANGEET NATAK AKADEMI:
2006 AND 2007

Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards 2006

The General Council of the Akademi met on 27
December 2006 and 15 February 2007 elected
five eminent personalities in the performing arts as
Akademi Ratna-s (Fellows). Thirty-three eminent
artists were selected for Akademi Awards for 2006.
The Akademi Awards Presentation Ceremony was
held in Kamani Auditorium, New Delhi, on 1 March
2007. The awards were presented by the President
of India, Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, in the presence of
Smt. Ambika Soni, Union Minister for Tourism and
Culture, Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha, Chairman of the
Akademi, and Shri Kavalam Narayana Panikkar,
Vice-Chairman of the Akademi.

Sangeet Natak Akademi Awards 2007

The General Council of the Akademi which met on
18 December 2007 elected one eminent personality
in the performing arts as Akademi Ratna (Fellow).
The General Council also selected 33 eminent artists
for Akademi Puraskar (Awards) Awards for the year
2007. The Akademi's Fellowship (Akademi Ratna)
carries a purse of Rs 1 lakh and Akademi Puraskar-s
(Awards) carry a purse of Rs 50,000, a shawl and a
tamrapatra. Those honoured with the Fellowship and
Awards for 2007 are as follows:

FELLOW
Sushil Kumar Saxena

AWARD-WINNERS

Music

Vidyadhar Narayanrao Vyas
Govardhan Mishra

Nandan Mehta

Ramoo Prasad Shastri

B. Krishnamoorti

Vidya Shankar

S.R.D. Vaithiyanathan

Khayyam (Mohammad Zahoor Hashmi)

Dance

Sucheta Bhide Chapekar
Geetanjali Lal

Sadanam Krishnan Kutty
Yeleswarapu Nageswara Sarma
Ranjana Gauhar

Gunakanta Dutta Borbayan
Deepti Omchery Bhalla

Kalamandalam Sivan Nambootiri

Theatre

Reoti Saran Sharma
Lalthangfala Sailo

Yumnam Rajendra singh
N.C. Thakur

Hari Madhab Mukhopadhyay
Ramesh Mehta

Mahendra Kumar

Kolyur Ramachandra Rao

Traditional/Folk/Tribal Music/Dance/Theatre and
Puppetry

Thokchom Ningol Brindashabi Devi

Prahlad Singh Tipaniya

Ram Dayal Munda

Gulam Mohammad

Subodh Debbarma

Amar Paul

L. Rajappa

Sharafat Abdul Majid Satarmaker

Overall Contribution

Mukund Lath

The Akademi Awards presentation ceremony was
held at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi, on 26 February
2008. The Awards were presented by the President of
India, Smt. Pratibha Devisingh Patil in the presence
of Smt. Ambika Soni, Union Minister for Tourism and
Culture, Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha, Chairman, and Shri
Kavalam Narayana Panikikar, Vice-Chairman of the
Akademi.
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Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar 2007
Sangeet Natak Akademi instituted the Ustad Bismillah
Khan Yuva Puraskar in 2006 for young outstanding
artists in the fields of music, dance and drama below
35 years of age. The Yuva Pursakar for 2007 were
decided in the General Council of the Akademi at its
meeting held on 28 February 2008 in New Delhi. The
recipients of the Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar
2007 are listed below:

Music

Sandeep Harish Deshmukh
Meeta Pandit

Sarwar Hussain

Bhimanna Jadhav

Sikkil C.Gurucharan
Akkarai S.Subhalakshmi
Peravali Jaya Bhaskar
Mairembam Maniton Singh

Dance

Lavanya Ananth

Sharvari Ashok Jamenis
Kalamandalam Shanmukhadas C
Laishram Bina Devi

Madhusmita Mohanty

Yamini Reddy

Methil Devika

K.S.R. Anirudha

Theatre

Sohini Sengupta

Rajinder Sharma ‘Nanu’
Anoop Trevedi

Vijay Kumar

Sanjeev Gupta

M. Ganesha

Laishram Ibochouba Singh
Sreekanth Nair

Traditional/Folk/Tribal Dance/Music/Theatre
and Puppetry

K.Babu Peruvannan

Aditi Sharma

Rojet Buhphang

Mannu Yadav

Lakshmi Sodi

C. Lalrinsiami
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EXHIBITIONS AND FESTIVALS

Putul Yatra 2007 Chandigarh: 2-15 April 2007

A festival and exhibition of Indian puppetry was held
in collaboration with Punjab Arts Council, Chandigarh.
The festival performances were held from 2 to 8 April
2007 and an exhibition of traditional and contemporary
puppets of India was held from 3 to 15 April 2007 at
the gallery of Punjab Kala Bhavan, Chandigarh.
As many as fourteen traditional and contemporary
puppet groups presented performances — Benir
Putul of West Bengal, traditional string puppet of
Assam, traditional string puppets of Rajasthan,
traditional rod and string puppets of Karnataka,
shadow puppets of Andhra Pradesh, traditional string
puppets of Pondicherry and contemporary puppets
from Delhi, Gujarat, West Bengal and Maharashtra
were presented. Putul Yatra, an exhibition of Indian
puppets, was inaugurated by Shri Gursharan Singh,
Fellow of the Akademi, on 3 April 2007. The exhibition
showcased 208 traditional and modern puppets and
associated musical instruments from the archives
of the Akademi. Also on display were puppets
made by Shri Dadi Pudumjee and Shri Puran Bhat.
Puppeteers of Chandigarh gave live demonstrations
at the exhibition.

Festival of Music and Dance in Jammu:

13-15 April 2007

Sangeet Natak Akademi sponsored a programme of
music and dance as a segment of the Jammu Festival
organized by the Tourism Department of Jammu and
Kashmir Government from 13 to 15 April 2007 in
Jammu. The programme featured prominent dancers
and musicians, as follows:

13 April

Sitar and Sarangi duet by Prateek Choudhary and Kamal
Sabri, accompanied by Akram Khan on Tabla and Fateh Singh

Gangani on Pakhawaj; Odissi dance by Kiran Segal and her
group.

14 April
Thumri by Savita Devi; Kathak dance by Gitanjali Lal with
Abhimanyu Lal and Vidha Lal.

15 April
Dhrupad by Gundecha Brothers; Kuchipudi dance by
Swapnasundari.

Death Anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi:

21 May 2007

The Akademi presented the cultural component of a
solemn ceremony held at the Samadhi of Rajiv Gandhi,
former Prime Minister of India, at Veer Bhumi in
observation of his death anniversary on 21 May 2007.
The death anniversary included the rendition of vedic
chants and hymns by Gandharva Mahavidyalaya,
composed by Shri Madhup Mudgal.

The ceremony were attended by the Prime
Minister of India, the Vice-President of India, the
Chief Minister of Delhi and members of the Gandbhi
family.

Inauguration of Kutiyattam Kendra,

Thiruvananthapuram: 27 May 2007

On the basis of a resolution passed by Sangeet
Natak Akademi in July 2007 to upgrade the
Akademi’s existing project in support of Kutiyattam,
the Akademi set up a Centre for Kutiyattam in
Thiruvananthapuram on 27 May 2007. The project
supporting Kutiyattam was launched by the Akademi
in 1991 for the preservation and promotion of this
classical Sanskrit theatre tradition of Kerala. The
programme was designed as a total care programme
providing regular support to the existing institutions
and artists of Kutiyattam by way of funding of training
activity and regular performance opportunities in
and outside Kerala, besides making provision for
maintenance grants, students' performances, copying
and preservation and old manuscripts, and an annual
festival of Kutiyattam. In the year 2001, the Unesco
declared Kutiyatam as a Masterpiece of Oral and
Intangible Heritage of Humanity. The proclamation
ceremony was organized by the Akademi in New
Delhi. Subsequently , the Ministry of Culture also
started a scheme for Kutiyattam providing support to
the Art. In the light of the above developments, the
Akademi set up a National Centre for Kutiyattam in
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Thiruvananthapuram. The centre was inaugurated
by Shri R.L. Bhatia, Hon'ble Governor of Kerala in
the presence of Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha, Chairman,
Sangeet Natak Akademi, Shri Kavalam Narayana
Panikkar, Vice-Chairman, Sangeet Natak Akademi,
members of the Executive Board of the Akademi and
the Kutiyattam fraternity on 27 May 2007.

Young Theatre Artists Workshop, Khairagarh: 3
July — 1 August 2007

A month-long workshop was organized for the
benefit of young theatre artists of Chhattisgarh
at Khairagarh from 3 July to 1 August 2007. The
workshop was held in collaboration with Indira Kala
Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya and covered the first phase
of the Akademi's programme in the Central Zone by
providing basic training to young theatre artists.

As many as 23 young theatre artists between
the age of 21 and 35 years, including two female
participants, were selected through interviews held
at Raipur, capital of Chhatisgarh. Participants came
from various parts of the State such as Jashpur,
Korba, Rajnandgaon, Durg, Raipur, Raigarh, Bilaspur,
Khairagarh and Jangir-Champa.

Shri Satish Anand, well-known theatre director
and Akademi award-winner was the camp director
at the workshop. He was assisted by the local
coordinator, Shri Yogendra Choubey, an aluminus
of the National School of Drama, New Delhi.

Well-known theatre personalities imparted
training in different aspects of theatre. The faculty
members included Satish Anand, Delhi (Acting:
Voice & Speech/Text Reading & Analysis); Yogendra
Choubey, Raigarh (Acting): Gyandev Singh,
Khairagarh (Yoga & Movement); Probir Guha,
Kolkata (Improvisation & Movement): P.Gopinath,
Thiruvananthapuram (Kalaripayattu): Suman Kumar,
Delhi (Scenic Design & Costume Design); Lokendra
Trivedi, Delhi (Theatre Music); Mirza Masood, Raipur
(Creating Performance Text); Niranjan Goswami,
Kolkata (Mime); Rajkamal Nayak, Raipur (Theatre of
Poetry); A.N. Roy, Khairagah (Theatre Management);

Badri Singh Kathariha, Bhopal (Make-up); Dinesh
Thakur, Mumbai (Production Process); Suresh
Bhardwaj, Delhi (Lighting); Devendra Raj Ankur,
Delhi (Overview of World Theatre, Indian Theatre and
Kahani ka Rangmanch; i.e., Theatre in story format);
and Dr Om Prakash Bharati, Deputy Secretary,
Drama, Sangeet Natak Akademi.

To give the participants a fair idea of the folk
traditions of Chhattisgarh, performances of different
regional folk theatre forms were organized. The
performances included Nacha by Dileep Tarak,
Balram Tarak & Party, Bans Geet by Nakul Yadav and
Party, Devar Karma songs and dance by Shanti Devar
and Party; folk music by P.C. Lal Yadav and Group;
and Chandaini by Ramadhar Sahu and Rakesh
Tiwari. Dr Kaptan Singh, Dr Mandavi Singh, Dr I.D.
Tewari and Dr Bharat Patel gave detailed lectures on
yoga, dance, Shakespeare's theatre and folk songs
and dances of Chhattisgarh.

Video/CD screening of the following plays were
arranged for the benefit of participants: Anveshak
(Hindi), written by Pratap Sehgal, directed by Satish
Anand; Mrichchhakatikam (in Bidesia style), written
by Shudrak, directed by Satish Anand; Daaku (Hindi),
written by Mudrarakshas, directed by Satish Anand;
Khul Ja Sim Sim (Hindi), by Chandrasekhar Kambar,
directed by B.V. Karanth; Tughlag (Hindustani),
written by Girish Karnad, directed by Dinesh Thakur;
Rani Dayee (Hindi), written by Nandkishore Tiwari,
directed by Yogendra Choubey.

Some scenes from films of Charlie Chaplin were
also screened.

The valedictory function was organized on 1
August. Prof. Geeta Pental, Vice-Chancellor, Indira
Kala Sangeet Vishwavidyalaya was the Chief Guest
and gave away certificates to the participants. The
Workshop Director, Shri Satish Anand, read out
the workshop report to the gathering of theatre
personalities and artists from the State. The chief
attraction, however, was the dramatic presentation
got up by participants in the workshop.
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Nritya Pratibha, Dehradun: 21-24 July 2007
Sangeet Natak Akademi organized Nritya Pratibha,
a festival of young dancers, at Dehradun from
21 to 24 July 2007 in collaboration with Rural
Entrepreneurship and Cultural Heritage (REACH)
and Oil and Natural Gas corporation (ONGC). The
festival focused on young dance talent in northern
India; the dancers featured came from the States of
Jammu & Kashmir, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand and Delhi. For wider representation of
dance styles in this all-India event, a few dancers
from States other than the above were also included.
The festival was inaugurated by Shri Harbans Lal
Kapoor, Speaker, Legislative Assembly, Uttarakhand,
on 21 July at IGNFRA Auditorium, and the festival
was held at AMN Ghosh Auditorium, Dehradun, from
22 to 24 July. The festival was well received by the
audience of Dehradun. The programme follows:

21 July

Sumelika Bhattacharyya, Delhi: Odissi; Namrata Rai and
Shyam Kartik Mishra, Dehradun: Kathak; Progressive Artists

Laboratory, Imphal: Pung Cholom; Archana Tiwari and Kumar
Gaurav Sharma, Lucknow: Kathak.

22 July

Manijula, Delhi: Mohiniattam; Sujneet Kaur, Jalandhar: Kathak;
Aparajita Sarma, Delhi: Bharatanatyam; Progressive Artists
Laboratory, Impahl: Ras Leela.

23 July

Belaguri Sattra: Sattriya; Jolly Moni Saikia and Pankaj Baruah,
Guwahati; Ashwathy K. Kumar, Delhi: Kuchipudi; Virasha,
Jammu: Kathak.

24 July

Sudha Malik, Ghaziabad: Odissi; Pavithra and S. Vasudevan,
Delhi: Bharatanatyam; Shubhra Galhotra, Kurukshetra: Kathak;
Artists of Akademi's Chhau Project: Chhau (Mayurbhanj).

Sangeet Pratibha, Pune: 11-14 August 2007

A festival of young musicians of Western India was
held from 11 to 14 August 2007 in collaboration with
Lalit Kala Kendra, University of Pune at the Garware
College Auditorium, Karve Road, and the Centre
for Performing Arts, University of Pune. Shri Sriram
Lagu, eminent theatre person and Sangeet Natak
Akademi Awardee, inaugurated the festival on 11
August 2007. Shri Kavalam Narayana Panikkar,

Vice-Chairman, Sangeet Natak Akademi, graced
the valedictory function. A notable feature of the
event was the presentation of Borgit of Assam,
Natasankirtan of Manipur, Odissi Sangeet of Orissa
and instrumental music of Rajasthan in the morning
session. Besides, performances of Carnatic music,
Veena, Jaltarang, Sarangi, Shehnai, Sundari and
Sarod were presented. The programme follows:

11 August (6.00 pm)

Ahmad Abbas Khan & Hasan Haider Khan, Kolkata: Shehnai;

Chetna Banawat, Vanasthali: Hindustani Vocal; Milind Tulankar,
Pune: Jaltarang; Vikas Bharadwaj, Kota: Sitar.

12 August (10.00 am)

Gopal Jadhav & Group, Latur: Pakhawaj; Amiruddin Khan &
Farooq Khan, Jaipur: Sarangi; Pushkar Lele, Pune: Hindustani
Vocal.

12 August (6.00 pm)

Devanand Yadav, Aurangabad: Hindustani Vocal (Dhrupad);
D. Srinivas, Hyderabad: Carnatic Veena; Arti R.Nayak, Goa:
Hindustani Vocal; Himanshu Mahant, Baroda: Tabla.

13 August (6.00 pm)
Allarakha Kalawant, Ahmedabad: Sarangi; Saniya Patankar,
Pune: Hindustani Vocal; Arnab Chakrabarty, Mumbai: Sarod.

14 August (6.00 pm)

Vishwajeet Borwankar, Mumbai: Hindustani Vocal; Bhimanna
Jadhav, Solapur: Sundari; Rupesh Kashinath Gawas, Goa:
Hindustani Vocal; Ankit Bhatt, Jaipur: Sitar.

Birth Anniversary of Rajiv Gandhi:

20 August 2007

At the request of the Ministry of Urban Development,
Government of India, Sangeet Natak Akademi
coordinated the entire cultural progrmame on 20
August 2007 at Veer Bhumi to mark the 63rd birth
anniversary of Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi, former Prime
Minister of India. On this occasion Smt. Madhavi
Mudgal, eminent dancer, presented a choreographic
composition .

Glimpses of Folk Traditions of Performing Arts,
Delhi: 18-19 September 2007

Glimpses of Folk Traditions of Performing Arts:
Festival of Folk Music and Dance was organized on
18 and 19 September 2007 at Meghdoot Theatre.
About 150 artists from different parts of the country
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participated in the festival. This was a preview show
held for the festival titled Incredible India @ 60
presented in New York from 23 to 26 September
2007.

Nritya Pratibha, Mangalore: 8-11 October 2007

Nritya Pratibha, a festival of young dancers, was
organized in collaboration with the Sridevi Nrithya
Kendra, from 8 to 11 October 2007 at Town Hall,
Mangalore. The festival was inaugurated by Shrimati
Maya Rao, Director, Natya Institute of Kathak and
Choreography, Bangalore. The programme follows:

8 October

Educational Cultural Harmony Organization, Moirang:
Pung Cholom; Meera & Rajamally (Kalakshetra), Chennai:
Bharatanatyam; Ritusri Chaudhuri, Kolkata: Kathak; Arupa
Gayatri Panda & Pravat Kumar Swain, Bhubaneshwar: Odissi;
Mary Bini, Bangalore: Bharatanatyam .

9 October

Artists of Sangeet Natak Akademi Chhau Project, Chhau
(Seraikella); Swarnadipa, Thrissur: Mohiniattam; Nuti Madhava
& Mallikarjun, Hyderabad: Kuchipudi; Students of Dance
Department, Manipur University, Imphal: Basanta Ras.

10 October

Hari Nair & Vinod Kumar, Trivandrum & Thiruvalla Rangamandoli,
Kathakali; Anita Devi & Barnali Das, Guwahati: Sattriya;
Janardhan Raj Urs, Bangalore: Kathak; Sowmya G.S. Mysore,
Bharatanatyam.

11 October

Megha Ahire, Mumbai: Mohiniattam; Saji Lal, Chennai:
Bharatanatyam; Saraswathi Purnima, Hyderabad: Kuchipudi;
Artists of SNA Chhau Project, Chhau (Mayurbhanj).

Sangeet Pratibha, Visakhapatnam:

8-12 October 2007

Afestival of young musicians focused on Southern India
was held from 8 to 12 October 2007 in collaboration
with Andhra Music Academy, Visakhapatnam, at
the Kalabharathi Auditorium, Pithapuram Colony,
Visakhapatnam. Shri Nedunuri Krishna Murthy,
eminent musician and Sangeet Natak Akademi
Awardee, inaugurated the festival on 8 October 2007.
Most of the musicians featured were from the southern
states of Kerala, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh. A few Hindustani musicians, both vocalists
and instrumentalists, were also presented in the

festival to provide a wider representation of musical
forms and styles. The festival was appreciated and
well received by the rasikas of Visakhapatnam. The
programme follows:

8 October

A. Vijayakarthikeyan & group, Chidambaram: Nagaswaram;
B. Bhavyalakshmi Saji, Trissur: Carnatic Vocal; Rais Khan,
Dharwad: Sitar.

9 October

Jayaprada Ramamurthy, Hyderabad: Carnatic Flute; Sikkil
Gurucharan, Chennai: Carnatic Vocal; Ram Kumar V.S. & N.
Sampath, Thiruvananthapuram: Carnatic Veena and Violin.

10 October

Ranjani Ramachandran, Pune: Hindustani Vocal; Chitraveena
P. Ganesh, Chennai: Chitra Veena; Karaikal R. Jaishankar,
Pondicherry: Carnatic Vocal.

11 October

K. Lahari, Vishakhapatam: Carnatic VVocal; Rohit Sharma, Varun
Jha & Salman Khan, Delhi: Pakhawaj; Kanchan S. Sriranjani &
Kanchan S. Shrutiranjani, Bangalore: Carnatic Vocal.

12 October

R. Sridev, Thiruvananthapuram: Carnatic Vocal; Harijit Singh,
Srikant, Om Prakash & Ramana, Hyderabad: Taal Vadya
Kachheri; V. Sumitra, Chennai: Carnatic Vocal.

Purbanga Nritya Parva, Dibrugarh:

10-12 October 2007

A festival of Sattriya dance was organized in
Dibrugarh, Assam. The festival featured Sattriya artists
from different parts of Assam and was organized in
collaboration with the District Administration,
Dibrugarh.

10 October

Sankardev Krishti Sangha Uttar Kamalabari, Majuli: Gayan
Bayan; Tonkeswar Hazarika: Sattriya Dance; Gunakar
Devagoswami, Guwahati: Sattriya Dance; Rameswar Saikia
Bor Bayan, Jorhat: Sattriya Dance; Srimanta Sankardev
Kala Parishad: Sattriya Dance; Nritya Bharati, Doomdooma:
Sattriya Dance.

11 October

Paniera Gaon Kalakrishti Kendra, Chabua: Gayan Bayan;
Rajumoni Saikia, Barpeta: Sattriya Dance; Dr Jaganath
Mahanta, Amgur, Sivsagar: Sattriya Dance; Belguri Satra,
Lakhimpur: Sattriya Dance; Sattriya Sangeet Vidyalaya,
Jagiroad: Sattriya Dance; Dibrugarh Sattriya Sanskritik Kendra,
Dibrugarh: Sattriya Dance.

12 October
Sattriya Sangeet Vidyalaya, Dibrugarh: Gayan Bayan; Mritunjoy
Silpi Sangha, Majuli: Sattriya Dance.
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Rang Pratibha, Bhubaneswar:

28 October - 3 November 2007

Rang Pratibha, a festival of young theatre directors of
Orissa, was organized in collaboration with the Orissa
Sangeet Natak Akademi at the Institute of Minerals &
Materials Technology Auditorium, Bhubaneswar, from
28 October to 3 November 2007. This festival was
the eleventh in the series of festivals held in different
States of the country with the objective of bringing
out new talent in contemporary theatre. The festival
featured plays by ten young directors of Orissa. Of
these, six plays were original scripts written by the
directors or actors in the plays. Local theatre experts
from different parts of the state were invited to witness
the festival. The programme follows:

28 October
Maunsa, dir. Biplab Keshari Satpathy, Jatni

29 October
Nagamandal, dir. Nalini Nihar Nayak, Bhubaneswar

30 October
Dwitiya Gandhi, dir. Subas Chandra Pradhan, Belpahad

31 October
Janani Janma Bhumischa, dir. Susmita Rana, Balasore
Aahat Murchhana, dir. Kamakshi Prasad Patra, Brahmapur

1 November
Titili, dir. Shiba Shankar Tripathy, Bhubaneswar
Chaitu, dir. Prafulla Ch. Sethi, Rourkela

2 November
Kayakalpa, dir. Bikram Sahoo, Puri
Maet Maa, dir. Parameshwar Mund, Bhabanipatna

3 November
No Exit, dir. Manas Kumar Sahoo, Maskman Theatre,
Anugul

Nritya Parva, Guwahati: 15-17 November 2007

Nritya Parva, the annual festival of Sattriya dance
sponsored by Sangeet Natak Akademi, New Delhi,
in association with the Directorate of Cultural Affairs,
Government of Assam, was held at Guwahati from
15 to 17 November 2007. This celebration of the
Sattriya Tradition of Assam has come to stay as an
annual feature, conceived and organized as part of
Akademi's project of support to Sattriya dance and

allied traditions. The festival was inaugurated by Chief
Minister of Assam. The programme follows:

15 November

Kamalabari Sattra, Titabar; Pankaj Baruah and Jollymoni

Saikia, Guwahati; Mridusmita Das; Jadav Hazarika; Sangeet
Sattra, Guwahati; Sattriya Akademi, Guwahati.

16 November

Sri Sri Mayamora Dinjoy Sattra, Chabua; Gaurab Dutta and
Manashri Pathia; Bismita Dutta; Durgeswar Baruah; Youth
Club, Mangaldai; Maniram Dutta Muktiar Sattriya Kala Kendra,
Guwahati.

17 November

Natun Kamalabari Sattra, Majuli; Dwijen Barman and Dreamly
Gogoi; Shatarupa Chatterjee; Gopal Bardoloi; Sattriya
Sanskritik Kendra, Dibrugarh; Guwahati Kala Kendra.

Prakriti, A Festival of Tribal Arts:

5-7 December 2007

A festival of tribal arts, Prakriti, was organized by
the Ministry of Culture and the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of India in association with the
Zonal Cultural Centres and Sangeet Natak Akademi
from 5 to 7 December 2007 at Meghdoot Theatre,
Rabindra Bhavan, New Delhi. Shri P.R. Kyndiah,
Hon'ble Minister of Tribal Affairs, Government of India
inaugurated the festival. Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha,
Chairman of the Akademi, Shri Jayant Kastuar,
Secretary, and Shri Lov Verma, Joint Secretary,
Ministry of Culture were also present on the occasion.
As many as twenty-one States presented their arts
in the festival.

Delhi International Arts Festival:

10-23 December 2007

The Akademi sponsored the Delhi International
Arts Festival presented by Prasiddha Foundation,
Delhi. The festival was organized in association with
Government of Delhi, and the Ministries of Culture
and Tourism, Government of India. The Akademi
sponsored some of the programmes held in various
parts of Delhi including classical dances held at
Meghdoot Theatre, Rabindra Bhavan, Delhi, from
16 to 22 December 2007.
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Sangeet Pratibha, Siliguri:

27-30 December 2007

Sangeet Pratibha, a festival of young musicians
focusing on musical talent in eastern India, was held
from 27 to 30 December 2007 at Dinabandhu Mancha,
Siliguri in collaboration with the West Bengal State
Music Academy, Kolkata. The festival performances
were presented by twenty-one artists, mostly from the
eastern states of West Bengal, Dhanbad, Guwahati,
Patna, Siliguri, and Bhubaneswar. Performances
included Hindustani vocal and instrumental music
on the Sitar, guitar, Shehnai, Talvadya Kacheri, flute,
and Sarod. A special session of regional traditions
of music including Borgeet of Assam, Bangla Tappa
and Puratani Geet, Odissi Sangeet, and Mand of
Rajasthan were also included. The festival was well
received by the people of Siliguri. The programme
follows:

27 December

Lokesh Anand, Delhi: Shehnai; Anal Chatterjee, Kolkata:
Hindustani Vocal; Supratik Sengupta, Kolkata: Sitar.

28 December
Arpita Mukherjee, Dhanbad: Hindustani Vocal; Rajkumar Jha,
Ayodhya: Pakhawaj; Ajay P. Jha, Darbhanga: Guitar.

29 December

Shabbir Hussain Khan & Umesh Mishra, Kolkata: Sarangi;
Sabina Mumtaz Islam, Guwahati: Hindustani Vocal; Jyotindra
Prasad Mishra & K. Bhuvaneshwary, Bhubaneswar: Sitar &
Violin; Kumar Rishitosh & group, Patna: Talvadya Kacheri.

30 December

Santosh Kumar, Bokaro: Flute; Aparna Mishra, Gaya: Tappa,
Thumri; Udai Kumar Mishra & Dinanath Mishra, Bettiah:
Hindustani Vocal; Atish Mukhopadhyay, Kolkata: Sarod.

30 December (special morning session of regional traditions
of music)

Mitali De, Guwahati: Borgeet, Assam; Souvik Sanyal, Siliguri:
Bangla Tappa and Puratani Geet, West Bengal; Sangita Panda,
Bhubaneswar: Odissi Sangeet, Orissa; Pukhraj Sharma,
Bikaner: Mand, Rajasthan.

Rang Pratibha, Bangalore: 6-15 January 2008

The Akademi has planned a series of festivals in
States and Union Territories of the country to bring
to the fore new talent in contemporary theatre. Under
this series, Rang Pratibha, a festival of plays by young

directors of Karnataka was presented in the State of
Karnataka.

The fetival was organized from 6-15 January
2008 at Bangalore in collaboration with Karnataka
Nataka Academy, Bangalore, and the Directorate
of Kannada & Culture, Bangalore. It featured ten
productions by young directors of Karnataka chosen
by a Committee of experts from the State.

Apart from performances, there were morning
sessions for interactions for participating directors
with local theatre experts. The Akademi invited Shri
Sachin Tewari from Allahabad and Shri Dolgovind
Rath from Bhubaneswar to interact with local theatre
artists. The programme follows:

6 January

Ushaharana, dir. Sreepad Bhat

7 January

Darashiko, dir. K. Ramakrishnaiah

8 January

Bhalare Vichitram, dir, Sasvehalli Sasvehalli Satish
9 January

Parityakta, dir. Manjunath L. Badigera
10 January

Huliseere, dir. K.R. Omkar

11 January

Saviradavalu, dir. Malatesha Badigera
12 January

Bicycle Thieves, dir. Sridhara Murthy G J

13 January
8/15, dir. Ritwik Simha

14 January
Kolli, dir. A.Dakshayini Bhat

15 January
Manasuka Rayana Manasu, dir. Vasudev V., Ganger

Festival of Solo Theatre Performance, Kolkata:
13-15 January 2008

A festival of solo theatre, Ekal Yatra was organized
by Rangkarmee, a leading theatre group headed by
Smt. Usha Ganguly, Kolkata. The festival featured
solo performances by eminent and upcoming women
theatre directors.
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Nritya Sangam, Jamshedpur:

20-24 January 2008

Sangeet Natak Akademi launched the Nritya Sangam
series of dance festivals in 2004 with the aim of
bringing to dance enthusiasts in far-flung town and
cities the spectrum of Indian dance within the compass
of single event. Well-known artists in major forms of
dance have been featured in the Nritya Sangam
series. This year, Nritya Sangam was organized
in collaboration with the Department of Tourism,
Jharkhand and Kalamandir at Tata Auditorium of the
XLRI, Jamshedpur. The programme follows:

20 January

Priyadarshini Govind, Chennai: Bharatanatyam; Omprakash
Mishra, Varanasi: Kathak.

21 January
Mandakini Trivedi, Mumbai: Mohiniattam; Rina Jana, Kolkata:
Odissi; Anuradha Jonnalgadda, Hyderabad: Kuchipudi.

22 January
Ibemubi Devi, Imphal: Manipuri; Kalamandalam Rajasekharan,
Thrissur: Kathakali; Vasanti Vaishnav, Bilaspur: Kathak.

23 January

Minati & Manoranjan Pradhan, Bhubaneswar: Odissi; Vaibhav
Arekar, Mumbai: Bharatanatyam; Margi Sathi, Thrissur:
Nangiarkoothu.

24 January
Anita Sharma, Guwahati: Sattriya Dance; Chitra Chandrasekhar,
Bangalore: Bharatanatyam; Aditi Mangaldas, Delhi: Kathak.

Bommalatta Utsav, Warangal:

18-22 January 2008

The Bommalatta Utsav, a festival of puppetry
traditions of Andhra Pradesh, was held in Warangal,
Andhra Pradesh from 18 to 22 January 2008 in
collaboration with Association for the Promotion of
Puppetry in Andhra Pradesh (APPA). The five-day
event had two segments: puppet performances by
puppetry groups from Andhra Pradesh from 18 to
22 January and a workshop held between 20 and 21
January 2008. Special documentation was also done
from 18 to 22 January 2008. Experts in the field of
puppetry from Andhra Pradesh, Delhi, and Kolkata
attended the festival.

Natyotsav — Festival of Plays of Selected
Participants of SNA East Zone Workshop
Phase-ll: 28 January — 3 February 2008
Natyotsav, a festival of plays by select participants
of Sangeet Natak Akademi's East Zone Theatre
Workshop (Phase Il) was organized at Kalidas
Rangalaya, Patna from 28 January to 3 February
2008. Twelve plays were presented in the festival.
Apart from performances, there were morning
sessions for interactions for participating directors
with local theatre experts. The plays presented were
as follows:
28 January

Uttar Priyadarshi, dir. Santosh Kumar Rana
Samjhota, dir. Parveen Kumar Gunjan

29 January
Duniya Roz Badalti Hai, dir. Santosh Kumar Jha
Sacrifice, dir. Debashish Dutta

30 January
Prokriti, dir. Kriti Mazumdar
Ashwathama, dir. Suman Saha

1 February
Original Kaam, dir. Ravi Bhushan Kumar
Aaj, Kal Ya Parson, dir. Mohammed Mehmood Alam

2 February
Romeo, Juliet aur Andhera, dir. Manvendra K. Tripathi
Rundh Vaak, dir. Atul Sarkar

3 February
Baki Itihas, dir. Mrigendra Kumar
Ajab Desher Ajab Raja, dir. Shewal Das

Sangeet Sangam, Indore: 14-18 February 2008

Sangeet Natak Akademi organized the Sangeet
Sangam festival at Indore between 14 and 18
February 2008. Leading Hindustani musicians, both
vocalists and instrumentalists, performed in the
event. Besides, the instrumental music of southern
India — Talvadya Kachheri, and a recital of Carnatic
music on Saraswati — Veena were presented. The
festival also featured senior musicians practising
regional musical forms such as Haveli Sangeet of
Uttar Pradesh, Natya Sangeet of Maharashtra, and
Mand of Rajasthan. The festival was presented in
collaboration with the Lok Sanskriti Manch, Indore,
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and was inaugurated by the Mayor of the city, Smt.
Uma Shashi Sharma. The valedictory address was
given by Shri Bhagirath Prasad, Vice Chancellor,
Devi Ahilya Mahavidyalaya, Indore. The programme
follows:

14 February

Daya Shankar, Delhi: Shehnai; Ramakant Pathak and

group, Lucknow: Pakhawaj; Rajshekhar Mansur, Bangalore:
Hindustani Vocal.

15 February

Charumati Ramachandran, Chennai: Carnatic vocal; Kartik
Kumar, Mumbai: Sitar; Vasundhara Komkali, Devas: Hindustani
Vocal.

16 February

Ritwik Sanyal, Varanasi and Asit Kumar Banerjee, Kolkata:
Hindustani Vocal (Dhrupad) and Rudra Veena; Gopal Chandra
Nandi, Lucknow: Hindustani Violin; Murad Bano, Chhapra:
Hindustani Vocal Music (Thumri, Dadra, etc.).

17 February
Hansavahini, Delhi: Carnatic Veena ensemble; Leelawati
Adsule, Indore: Hindustani Vocal; Brij Narayan, Mumbai:
Sarod; Chhannulal Mishra, Varanasi: Hindustani Vocal (Thumri,
Dadra, etc.).

18 February
Niranjan Haldar, Indore: Vichitra Veena; Laya Shakti, Delhi:
Talvadya Kachheri; Mani Prasad, Delhi: Hindustani Vocal.

Special Session of Regional Traditions of Music

Satyabhan Sharma, Agra: Haveli Sangeet, Uttar Pradesh;
Sunil Masurkar, Indore: Natya Sangeet, Maharashtra; Murari
Sharma, Bikaner: Mand, Rajasthan.

Octave 2008, Thiruvananthapuram:

17-21 February 2008

This festival celebrating the heritage of North-eastern
India was first instituted in 2006 and launched in
New Delhi by the Ministry of Culture and Sangeet
Natak Akademi. An annual event since then, it was
held in Thiruvananthapuram in 2008. Sangeet Natak
Akademi presented a festival of plays from the North-
east in the course of the festival, held at the Tagore
Theatre from 17 to 21 February 2008. The Akademi
also sponsored the presentation of classical dances of
the North-east, namely, Manipuri dance and Sattriya
Dance, in the festival. The dancers later travelled to
Cheruthuruthy and Kochi to present their art during
their visit to Kerala. In addition, Akademi provided due

advice and support to South Zone Cultural Centre for
organizing the entire event.

Nritya Pratibha, Patna: 9-13 March 2008

Nritya Pratibha, a festival of young dancers, was
organized in association with Bihar Sangeet Natak
Akademi and Ninad from 9 to 13 March 2008 at the
Sri Krishna Memorial Hall, Gandhi Maidan, Patna.
The festival was inaugurated by Shri Janardan Singh
Sigriwal, Minister of Culture and Youth Affairs, Bihar
on 9 March 2008. The programme follows:

9 March

Debashree Pattnaik and Pankaj Kumar Pradhan, Bhubaneswar:
Odissi; Rashmi Uppal, Delhi: Kathak; Sutapa Awon Pradhan,
Medinipur: Bharatanatyam; Shubhra Patra and Protim Das,
Kolkata: Kathak; Manipuri Nartanalaya, Kolkata & Imphal:
Pung Cholom.

10 March

Sharvani Das, Patna: Odissi; Ritushri Choudhary & Suman
Saha, Kolkata: Creative & Experimental; Bobby Chakraborty,
Khilpara: Kuchipudi; Namrata & Suchitra Mishra, Bokaro:
Kathak; Manipuri Nartanalaya, Kolkata & Imphal: Rasleela.

11 March

Bhogpur Sattra, Majuli: Sattriya dance; Seujpriya Borthakur,
Guwahati: Kathak; Sohini Debnath, Kolkata: Odissi; Smita
Pani and Praveen Mohanty, Rourkella: Odissi; Kalamandalam
Vaisakh, Thrissur: Kathakali.

12 March

Rajeev Ranjan, Patna: Kathak; Kalamandalam Veena
Warier, Cheruthuruthy: Mohiniattam; T.M. Sridevi, Chennai:
Bharatanatyam; Saurav Roy, Siliguri: Kathak; Artists of Mayur
Art Centre, Bhubaneswar: Chhau (Mayurbhanj).

13 March

Sudipa Bose, Patna: Bharatanatyam; Trinetra Chhau Dance
Centre, Seraikella: Chhau (Seraikella); Swati Sinha, Bihar:
Kathak; Manipuri Nartanalaya, Kolkata and Imphal: Dhol
Cholom.

Rang Pratibha, Jammu: 9-16 March 2008

Under its scheme of Assistance to Young Theatre
Directors, Sangeet Natak Akademi has organized
festivals in various States in the past to promote
talented young directors. Rang Pratibha in Jammu
was organized by Sangeet Natak Akademi in
collaboration with the Jammu & Kashmir Academy
of Art, Culture and Languages from 9 to 16 March
2008.
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The festival featured plays by seven young
directors of Jammu & Kashmir chosen by an
expert committee constituted by J&K Academy of
Art, Culture and Languages, Jammu. Apart from
stage performances, there were morning sessions
for interactions for the participating directors with
theatre experts and observers from within the State
and from outside. Smt. B. Jayshree from Bangalore
and Shri Dulal Roy from Guwahati were invited. The
programme follows:

9 March
Comedy of Terror, dir. Sanjeev Gupta

10 March
Trunouve, dir. Muzammil Hayat

11 March
Zamaaney Pok Ne Hum Dum Sayed, dir. Aashiq Hussain

12 March
Yatra, dir. Varsha Dogra

13 March
Dil te Diwaar, dir. Riyaz Ahmad

14 March
Shinakhti Card, dir. M.Ashraf Nagoo

15 March
Mind Games, dir. Sumeet Sharma

Rang Sangam Theatre Festival, Mumbai:

23-31 March 2008

This was a festival of contemporary theatre produced
by well-known directors in different languages,
representing a confluence of creative ideas, methods,
techniques and practices that are constantly evolving
in the field of theatre in different parts of the country.
The directors chosen to participate brought an eclectic
mix of forms, styles and approaches to the event,
offering a small, but nonetheless, representative view
of theatre created by today's generation.

The first festival of its kind, Rang Sangam was
presented at Mumbai from 23 to 31 March 2008
in collaboration with the Academy of Theatre Arts,
University of Mumbai. The programme follows:

23 March
Tamasha, traditional theatre form of Maharashtra

24 March
Kanupriya (Hindi) , dir. Arjun Dev Charan, Jodhpur

25 March
Baghdad Burning (Hindi), dir. Kirti Jain, Delhi

26 March
Jaata Nahi Jat (Marathi), dir. Girish Arvind Patke, Mumbai
Maati (Oriya), dir. Subodh Pattnaik, Bhubaneswar

27 March
Khel (Marathi), dir. Milind Inamdar, Mumbai

28 March
Sojon Badiyar Ghat (Bangla), dir. Gautam Haldar, Kolkata

29 March

Mahaamayi (Kannada), dir. C. Basavalingaiah, Bangalore
Harishchannar ki Ladai (Hindi), dir. Urmil K. Thapliyal,
Lucknow

30 March
Kem Makanji Kyan Chalya (Gujarati), dir. P S Chari,
Vadodara

Rattdi Ratt (Dogri), dir. Mushtaq Kak, Jammu

31 March
Zulwa (Marathi), dir. Waman Kendre, Mumbai

Nritya Kriti, Ahmedabad: 24-26 March 2008

A festival of choreographic works, Nritya Kriti was
presented at Ahmedabad from 24 to 26 March 2008.
The festival was inaugurated by Smt. Kumudini
Lakhia and Shri Varun Maira, Principal Secretary
(Culture), Government of Gujarat at Tagore Hall,
Ahmedabad.

Nritya Kriti was the first festival of its kind
presented by Sangeet Natak Akademi. Second-
generation choreographers such as Priti Patel,
Madhu Natraj, Sangeeta Sharma, Jhelum Paranjape
and Lokendrajit Singh presented their work in the
festival. Artists of Nritya Bharati, Pune, also presented
the choreographic works of Smt. Rohini Bhate, an
eminent choreographer, in the event. The programme
follows:

24 March

Nahal nong . . . once upon a time: Anjika, Kolkata and Imphal;
choreography by Priti Patel

Mandala and Yugma: Stem, Bangalore; choreography by
Madhu Nataraj
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25 March
Kathak Odyssey, Nritya Bharati, Pune; choreography by
Rohini Bhate

Behti Ganga, Sangeeta Sharma and members of Bhoomika,
Delhi; choreography by Sangeeta Sharma

26 March
Leelavati, Smitalaya, Mumbai; choreography by Jhelum
Paranjape

Wainu Pareng, Jawaharlal Nehru Manipur Dance Academy,
Manipur; choreography by Lokendrajit Singh

Traditional Puppetry Performances: Meghdoot
Theatre, New Delhi

As a new initiative, the Akademi has started
presenting programmes of traditional puppetry at
Meghdoot Theatre, Rabindra Bhavan in New Delhi.
The following programmes were held at Meghdoot
Theatre Il during this period:

Kalasutri Bahulya (Maharashtra string puppets) presented by
Ganapat Sakharam Masge: 27 July 2007

Kathputli Ka Khel (string puppetry of Rajasthan) presented by
Prem Bhat: 21 September 2007

Togalu Gombeyatta, (shadow puppets of Karnataka) presented
by Prakash Garud: 27 and 28 November 2007

ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL CENTRES
FOR SPECIALIZED TRAINING IN MUSIC
AND DANCE

Under the Scheme of Establishment of National
Centres for Specialised Training, the Akademi set
up three national projects focusing on Sattriya dance
and allied traditions of Assam, Chhau dances of
Mayurbhanj (Orissa) and Seraikella (Jharkhand),
and Kutiyattam, the Sanskrit theatre of Kerala.
These projects — started in 2002, 1994 and 1991
respectively — have been designed as total-care
programmes providing substantial support to the
art forms, which may in the long run lead to the
establishment of national centres of these arts or
help develop the existing institutions as nationally
important centres of learning and practice of these
arts. Each of these projects provide for training

activities, production and performance opportunities,
instituting new festivals dedicated to these arts, and
support by way of research, documentation, etc.

I. Project of Support to Kutiyattam

In May 1991, the Akademi launched the Project of
Support to Kutiyattam, the classical Sanskrit theatre
of Kerala, with a view to ensure and support a
systematic process of transmission of the art from
ageing gurus to the younger generation, and to
provide performance opportunities to trained artists
in the field, thereby reviving these arts.

Margi, Thiruvananthapuram

Margi at Thiruvananthapuram is an institution working
for the promotion of Kutiyattam and other performing
arts of Kerala. The institution was identified by
the Akademi as a centre for providing regular
performance opportunities to trained artists. Under
the project, the Akademi has been supporting 24
performances in a year (two performances in a month)
at Thiruvananthapuram. Revival and production of old
plays under Guru Kochukuttan Chakyar was also
started in July 2000. This programme is directed at
building up a platform for Kutiyattam performances
and thereby providing a reliable base for the practice
of the art.

Ammannur Chachu Chakyar Smaraka
Gurukulam, Irinjalakuda
The Akademi is providing financial assistance to the
Gurukulam to developing this institution as a pivotal
centre for training in Kutiyattam under Guru Ammannur
Madhava Chakyar. The programme provides for
remuneration to teachers and accompanists as
also scholarships to the selected trainees. Financial
support for twelve performances by trainees at
Irinjalakuda and six outreach performances is being
given as part of the programme.

Training in Mizhavu-playing under Guru P.K.
Narayan Nambiar and Pathakam and Vidushuka's
roles at Lakkidi are also a part of the project.
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Kerala Kalamandalam, Cheruthuruthy

Kerala Kalamandalam, Cheruthuruthy, a State
institution in the field, is being provided financial
support for twelve outreach performances in a year.
The performances are planned in collaboration with
local organizations in various parts of the State.

Il. Project of Support to Chhau Dances

The Project of Support to Chhau Dances of
Mayurbhanj and Seraikella was launched in 1994
in order to reinvigorate the process of learning and
performing these dances by ensuring adequate
financial assistance and transmission of the arts to
the future generation. The project also supports the
ongoing work of codification, documentation, and
standardization of the training methodology, the
accompanying music, the repertoire, the costume
and masks. Further, it provides financial assistance
to impoverished senior artists from 50 and 60 years
of age.

Mayurbhanj Chhau

The Akademi started the training programme for
revival and development of Chhau dances of the
Mayurbhanj region. At present, Shri Alekh Niranjan
Bisoi and Shri Ajay Baitha are engaged as Dance
Teachers. Shri Bighnaraj Dhada trains students in
Dhol, Shri Bidesi Baitha in Mohuri, and Shri Mihir
Kumar Das in music. In addition, Shri Rama Kanta
Sen and Shri Rama Chandra Das are engaged as
Assistant Teachers in Mayurbhanj. Shri Trilochan
Mohanta is engaged as Teacher at Rairangpur. The
Project has its own repertory with trained artists in
dance and music who are regularly performing in
dance festivals organized by the Akademi in various
parts of the country. Under the scheme the Akademi
also provides financial support for organizing
Chaitra Parva, with which festival Chhau Dances are
traditionally associated.

Seraikella Chhau Dance
Training in Seraikella Chhau dance is being conducted
by Guru Jainarayan Samal, assisted by Shri Sukant

Kumar Acharya. Shri Makardwaj Daroga and Shri
Biso Khandelwal have been teaching in Parikhanda.
Training in Shehnai-playing under guru Sudhansu
Sekhar Pani, Dhol-playing under Guru Mangla Mukhi,
and dance started in September 1998. Extending the
training programme, Shri Shashadhar Acharya has
been imparting training in Seraikella Chhau dance in
Delhi since May 2003.

Training in Mask-making
Under the Akademi's Project of Support to the
Chhau Dance of Seraikella, a training programme in
mask-making under two Gurus, Shri Sushant Kumar
Mahapatra and Shri Kanhai Lal Maharana, with four
trainees each was started in May 2002.

On the recommendation of the Review Committee
at its meeting held at Jamshedpur on 11 and 12
August 2004, the training programme in dance and
music coordinated by Government Chhau Dance
Centre at Seraikella has been transferred to Acharya
Chhau Nrutya Bichitra. Artists under this project are
being sponsored in various festivals being organized
by the Akademi as well as other Government
agencies.

lll. Project of Support to Sattriya Dance and
Allied Traditions of Assam
A Project of Support to Sattriya Dance and Allied
Traditions of Assam was launched in November 2002
with the objective of preserving and sustaining the
tradition in its traditional context and providing for its
further development. The project envisages support
for training programmes in dance institutions and
identified Sattras. Besides training and development
of Sattriya dance and music, the project supports
research, documentation, and publication on the
subject, an annual festival of Sattriya dance, and
presentation of Sattriya dance outside Assam.
Under this project, training programmes in dance
under Guru Gobind Saikia and Guru Jatin Goswami,
in music under Guru Prabhat Sarma, and in Dance
and Music under Guru Ghanakanta Bora were started
in October 2003.
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PROMOTION AND PRESERVATION OF
TRADITIONAL PERFORMING ARTS

The scheme supports training in forms of music,
dance and theatre which are in danger of extinction.
Honorarium to teachers and scholarships to students
are paid by the Akademi by way of incentive, the effort
being to sustain these arts through the traditional
teaching-learning process. Besides training, the
scheme also envisages support to young artists
from traditional practising families and gharanas who
do not receive support in normal course. Following
training programmes under the scheme have been
initiated:

Training programme in Pakhawaj under Shri
Dalchand Sharma (Delhi, Shri Ramakant Pathak
(Lucknow) and under Shri Ramashish Pathak
(Darbhanga); training programme in Sundari in Pune
under Shri Promod Gaikwad; in Sholapur under
Shri Bhimanna Jadhav; training in Dhrupad under
Shri Inder Kishor Mishra in Betia, Bihar; training in
Shehnai under Shri Anant Lal in Delhi; training in
Sarangi under Shri Ramzan Khan in Jaipur; training in
Mayuri Veena under Shri Kumar Mishra in Lucknow;
training in Naggara under Shri Aggan Khan in
Lucknow; training in Nattuvangam under Smt. Indira
Ranjan in Chennai; and training in Porattunatakam,
folk theatre under Shri Mannur Chandran in Kerala
were held during the year.

In addition, training programmes in Kathputli of
Rajasthan and shadow puppetry of Orissa (Ravan
Chhaya) were also held during the period.

PUBLICATION

The publication programme of the Akademi, initiated
soon after its inception in 1953, includes books and
monographs on the performing arts and the quarterly
journal Sangeet Natak. The Sangeet Natak Akademi
News Bulletin and its Hindi version Sangeet Natak
Samachar are also published bimonthly. Besides, to
promote publishing on music, dance and drama, the

Akademi helps authors and publishers with grants
for books and periodicals in English and Indian
languages. A list of available Akademi publications
is at Appendix V.

Three books on music, dance and drama were
published during this period: (1) Rabindra Nath
Tagore: One Hundred Songs in Staff Notation
compiled by Indira Devi Chaudhurani; (2) Classical
Indian Dance in Literature and the Arts by Kapila
Vatsyayan; and (3) Indian Drama in Retrospect (with
an introduction by Jayant Kastuar). While the first two
are reprints of titles that have remained in demand,
the third is an edited work comprising papers
presented in the first Drama Seminar organized by
the Akademi in 1956.

One issue each of Sangeet Natak (Volume 41,
Issue No. 1, 2007), the Sangeet Natak Akademi News
Bulletin (No. 19, 2007), and Sangeet Natak Samachar
(No. 11, 2007) were published during the period.

Financial assistance was provided to the
following performing arts periodicals and books:

Periodicals

(1) Sruti (English), edited by V. Ramanaryan: Rs. 1,00,000; (2)
Bohurupee (Bengali), edited by Kumar Roy: Rs. 50,000; (3)
Samay Natyabhaash (Bengali), edited by Sekhar Samaddar:
Rs. 30,000; (4) Asamayer Natya Bhabana (Bengali), edited by
Rangan Dutta Gupta: Rs. 35,000; (5) Ananayudh (Bengali),
edited by Swapan Roy: Rs. 30,000; (6) Nartanam (English),
edited by M. Nagabhushana Sarma: Rs. 50,000; (7) Sayak
Natyapatra (Bengali), edited by Meghnad Bhattacharya: Rs.
35000; (8) Lokvarta Shodh Patrika (Hindi), edited by Arjun Das
Kesari: Rs. 10,000; (9) Sudrak (English & Bengali), edited by
Debasish Majumder: Rs. 25,000; (10) Mime (English), edited
by Ranen Chakraborty: Rs. 15,000; (11) Mukavinoy (Bengali)
edited by Ranen Chakraborty: Rs,15,000; (12) Iptavarta (Hindi),
edited by Himanshu Rai; Rs. 30,000; (13) Polika (Malayalam),
edited by Chandramohan K: Rs. 40,000; (14) Natarang (Hindi)
edited by Ashok Vajpeyi and Rashmi Vajpeyi: Rs. 80,000; (15)
Abhinaya (Telugu & English), edited by G. Sreenivasa Rao: Rs.
50,000; and (16) Natak Budreti (Gujarati), edited by Hasmukh
Baradi: Rs. 40,000

Books

(1) Dekha Dekhi Baat (Hindi) by Shyam Sharma: Rs. 25,000;
(2) Kanpur ke Rangmanch ka Itihas (Hindi) by Sarvesh Kumar:
Rs. 6,309%; (3) Jivram Bhatt Avya - Shabda Smiriti (Gujarati) by
Prof. Dinkar Bhojak: Rs. 15,000; (4) Writings on Music (English)
by Dr. V. Raghavan: Rs. 77,250*; (5) Bharatanatyam (Tamil) by
Dr. V Raghavan: Rs. 9,375%; (6) Abhinaya Arpan (English) by
Imran Merchant and Kazi Latafat Hussain: Rs. 30,000

*These figures represent fifty per cent of the grant sanctioned
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for these publications, which are under print; equal amounts
are to be made available to the publishers once the books
are published.

DOCUMENTATION

During 2007-2008, 8,765 black-and-white and colour
photographs, 345 hours of video recordings, and 102
hours of audio recordings were added to the Archives
of the Akademi. The total holdings of the Archives (up
to March 2008) stands at 2,11,187 black-and-white
and colour photographs, 40,443 colour slides, 6,583
hours of video recordings and 7,164 hours of audio
recordings and approximately 1.44 lakh feet of 16
mm film material.

Over the years, the Akademi has built up a
large archive of audio/video tapes, photographs and
films on the performing arts. Since 1981, it has also
added video tapes to its holdings. The material is
disseminated through public facilities for audio and
video viewing, music dubbing, and film projection.
Material from the Akademi's archives has been
extensively used in publications, films, television, and
for research on the performing arts of India. A list of
audio/video recordings during the year is at Appendix
VL.

GALLERY OF MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS

Since the establishment of Sangeet Natak Akademi
in 1953, the Akademi has been acquiring artefacts
relating to the performing arts. Primarily based on
this collection, the Gallery of Musical Instruments
was opened to the public in 1964 on the ground floor
of Rabindra Bhavan. The gallery was inaugurated
by renowned violin maestro Lord Yehudi Menuhin. A
major thrust of acquisition of objects was given during
an exhibition of musical instruments held in Delhi
in 1968. The museum now holds more than 2000
objects apart from other related artifacts, out of which
a representative permanent display has been made
in the Gallery of Musical Instruments. The collection

comprises musical instruments, masks, puppets,
headgear, costumes and other artefacts related to the
performing arts, besides some musical instruments
received as gifts from other countries.

During the period under report, a permanent
display of masks has been put up in the corridor
adjacent to the museum and a gallery of masks has
been created as an adjunct to the gallery of musical
instruments. There are about one hundred masks of
different styles displayed in these two places. During
the period more than a thousand visitors visited the
gallery of musical instruments and the gallery of
masks. This year the gallery mounted an exhibition
of 200 puppets and associated musical instruments
at Chandigarh; more than 5000 people visited the
exhibition. The museum and the gallery cater to the
needs of students, musicologists, musicians, and the
general public with a special interest in the performing
arts heritage of India.

LIBRARY AND AUDIO-VISUAL LIBRARY

The Akademi’s library has over the years acquired
a specialized collection of books on the performing
arts, many of which are rare and out of print. Catering
chiefly to students and researchers in the performing
arts, the library receives about a hundred and fifty
Indian and foreign periodicals. The total collection
now stands at 24,052 books in addition to 928
received by way of gift.

The collection of the audio-visual library now
stands at 9,827 discs, 761 pre-recorded cassettes
from the archives of the Akademi, 92 video cassettes
of dance, drama, and music; 1,602 commercial audio
cassettes; 154 gifted audio cassettes and 1,072
compact discs, 8 gifted compact discs, 51 video
compact discs (VCDs), 6 gifted VCDs of Indian music,
and two DVDs of Bharatanatyam.

Automation and upgradation of software enabling
the library to be multi-user are under way. This will
facilitate retro-conversion of data related to book
holdings of the library.
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GRANTS TO CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS
AND INDIVIDUALS

Since its inception, the Akademi has been rendering
financial assistance to music, dance and theatre
institutions and individuals. The Grants Committee,
which meton 14, 15 and 25-26 July 2007, considered
613 applications and recommended grants amounting
to Rs. 1,38,85,000 to 456 cultural Institutions of the
country (Appendix VII, VIII and IX). Further, Rs.
3,15,000 was recommended to nine puppet groups.
(Appendix X).

INTER-STATE CULTURAL
EXCHANGE PROGRAMME

The Inter-State Cultural Exchange Programme of the
Akademi has been operative since 1981. The scheme
envisages a programme actively implemented and
sponsored by the State governments, where the
Akademi subsidises and coordinates exchanges
of select groups/individual artists between various
States and Union Territories of the country. The
financial responsibility between Sangeet Natak
Akademi and the States is at 1:1 ratio. However,
for the North-eastern States, Sikkim, and Jammu
& Kashmir, the Akademi subsidises the entire
expenditure incurred by these states. A statement of
exchanges during the year is at Appendix IV.

CULTURAL EXCHANGE
PROGRAMME BETWEEN INDIA
AND OTHER COUNTRIES

The bilateral Cultural Exchange Programme
implemented by the Akademi on behalf of the Ministry
of Culture consists mainly of exchange of information
and material such as books and tapes on the
performing arts. However, on occasion, the Akademi
has also organized performances and exhibitions
abroad at the instance of the Government of India

in fulfillment of specific items of Cultural Exchange
Programme.

In the period under report, the Akademi was
called upon to present classical and folk dances in the
United States as part of the festival titled ‘Incredible
India @ 60’.

Incredible India @ 60, New York, USA:

23-26 September 2007

The Ministry of Tourism and the Ministry of Culture,
Government of India, in association with the Ministry
of Textiles and CIl organized the festival from 23
to 26 September 2007 celebrating sixty years of
India’s Independence. At the request of the Ministry
of Culture, Sangeet Natak Akademi presented
programmes of classical dances of India and of
folk and tribal dances of various States — namely,
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim, Punjab, Uttar
Pradesh, Gujarat, and West Bengal — during the
festival. The inaugural event was presented on 23
September at the Avery Fisher Auditorium, Lincoln
Centre, New York. The folk music and dances of
India were presented at Bryant Park from 23 to 25
September and at the South Street Sea Port from 24
to 26 September 2007. These were choreographed
by Smt. Maitryee Pahari.

A short invocatory composition was presented
by Smt. Maitryee Pahari with Pung Cholom,
Yakshagana, Theyyam an